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about the Visual 
arts center of 
richmond 
The Visual Arts Center of Richmond has helped 
adults and children explore their creativity and 
make great art since 1963. 

Founded as the Hand Workshop by Elisabeth 
Scott Bocock, the Visual Arts Center of 
Richmond began in a house on historic Church 
Hill where craft artists worked, exhibited and 
taught neighborhood children to create with 
their hands. For the next 22 years, it operated 
in various locations in Richmond. 

In 1985, VisArts moved to the historic Virginia 
Dairy building at 1812 West Main Street, where 
it leased space for 17 years before purchasing 
and later renovating the building. Completed 
in 2007, the renovation transformed the 

facility into an inviting and inspiring 30,000 
square-foot arts center, which includes the 
1,800 square-foot True F. Luck Gallery.

Each year VisArts offers more than 700 visual 
and creative arts classes in clay, wood, fiber, 
painting, photography, printmaking, glass, 
metal, drawing, writing, decorative arts and 
other visual media. 

The organization touches the lives of more 
than 32,000 people through its classes, exhibi-
tions, community outreach programs, camps, 
workshops and special events. Learn more at 
visarts.org.

about the catalog illustrator
Elizabeth Graeber is a Washington, D.C.-based artist and illustrator who works in pen, ink,  
watercolor and gouache paint on paper. She attended the Maryland Institute College of Art.  
Graeber has illustrated two books, An Illustrated Guide to Cocktails and A Field Guide to  
Redheads, the latter of which was a New York Times Bestseller. Illustration clients have included 
Alice + Olivia, Cup of Jo, Edible DC, Quirk Hotel, The Kitchn, The Wall Street Journal, The  
Washington Post, Warby Parker, and Whole Foods, and her work has been featured by Fast 
Company, Refinery29, Teen Vogue, and The Los Angeles Times. Graeber loves playing with 
imagery, colors and patterns and recently launched a line of wallpaper. Look for an exhibition  
of work by Elizabeth Graeber at Quirk Gallery in early 2018. 

Illustrator-in-Residence Workshop
patterned illustrations + their products  
Intermediate – Elizabeth Graeber
Learn to create hand-drawn, repeating patterns with our illustrator-in-residence, Elizabeth  
Graeber. You’ll start by working with wet and dry drawing materials to create imagery and  
elements that can then be scanned into Photoshop. Then you will explore how to edit and  
repeat these images to create a pattern. Elizabeth’s work often appears on wallpaper, 
pins, mugs and more, and she’ll share how to prep your pattern for a variety of 
products, and even share resources for where to get these items produced.
1 saturday: July 22, 10am–4pm, $75 ($60 member)
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claY
introduction to clay                                                    
Beginner – Dan Kaczka
Explore the basics of clay. We’ll cover the 
proper use of studio tools, equipment, 
and materials, and you’ll learn about slab 
construction, coil building, and combined 
techniques. We’ll also demonstrate wheel 
throwing and discuss how various clays and 
glazes respond to each other. 
8 Mondays: June 19–august 7, 6:30–9pm
$215 ($200 member) 

introduction to the Wheel
Beginner
Learn to throw clay on a potter’s wheel. 
We’ll cover the foundations of wheel work, 
including wedging and centering clay and 
forming cylinders, cups, and bowls. Basic 
glazing information will help you finish your 
final forms.
section a: Jeff vick, visarts Master teacher 
10 Wednesdays: June 21–august 23, 6:30–9pm
section B: Karen Hull  
8 thursdays: June 22–august 10, 6:30–9pm
section c: Karen Hull 
8 saturdays: June 24–august 12, 10am–12:30pm
section d: tamurlaine Melby 
10 Wednesdays: June 21–aug 23, 10am–12:30pm
Section A, Section D: $255 ($240 member) 
Section B, Section C: $210 ($195 member)

introduction to Hand-Building
Beginner – Maria Galuszka
New to clay? In this class you’ll create func-
tional pieces of pottery such as cups, bowls, 
and platters using slab-building and coil-
building processes. Learn to select and use 
the right tools, create a variety of forms, 
and apply glazes and slips. By the end of 
the class, you’ll have a good understanding 
of basic ceramic studio practices.
10 tuesdays: June 20–august 22,  
10am–12:30pm
$255 ($240 member)

Building the coiled pot
All Levels – Al Pellenberg
Many ancient cultures used clay coils to 
make their vessels, and since then, many 
other civilizations have embraced this 
construction method. With coil construc-
tion, a series of clay coils are arranged atop 
each other, and when appropriate, fused 
together using tools or one’s hands. Learn 
the art of coil construction as you make a 
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series of small vessels of different shapes 
and sizes.
6 tuesdays: July 18–august 22, 1–3:30pm
$190 ($175 member)

slab Built Boxes – neW!
All Levels – Al Pellenberg
Learn to create vessels and box forms using 
slab construction techniques. We’ll cover 
slab rolling, measuring and cutting and 
basic construction methods to bring it all 
together. Plan to spend time on assembly, 
surface texture and decorations and lids. 
6 Wednesdays: July 19–august 23,  
10am–12:30pm
$190 ($175 member)

exploring porcelain
All Levels – Julie Elkins
Porcelain is a translucent white clay known 
for its plasticity and strength. It’s perfect for 
artists who like to incorporate fine details 
into their pieces. When fired, porcelain 
maintains the vibrancy of stains and glazes. 
We’ll cover many porcelain hand-building 
techniques and learn about historical and 
contemporary applications.
8 thursdays: June 22–august 10, 6:30–9pm
$215 ($200 member)

intermediate ceramics
Intermediate – Jeff Vick, Shelly Shepherd  
Master Teacher Award Recipient
Take your ceramics practice to the next 
level. Learn to make sculptural works and 
multi-piece forms. We’ll cover more glazing 
techniques and help you develop your own 
personal style.
section a: 10 tuesdays: June 20–august 22, 
6:30–9pm
section B: 10 thursdays: June 22–august 24, 
10am–12:30pm
$255 ($240 member)

intermediate Wheel +  
Hand-Building
Intermediate – Karen Hull
Learn to make functional forms such as 
bowls, mugs, and lidded pieces. We’ll re-
view the basics of wheel throwing and hand 
building—including pinch, coil, and slab 
construction methods—before building on 
what we know. Surface treatment and glaze 
techniques will also be addressed.
6 tuesdays: June 20–august 1, (no class July 4) 
6:30–9pm
$175 ($160 member)

clay is Your Medium
All Levels – Jim Valentine, Shelly Shepherd 
Master Teacher Award Recipient
Learn sculpting techniques that will add a 
narrative quality to your work. We’ll delve 
into realism and surrealism as we create 
bas-relief collages and animal and human 
forms. When we cover finishing techniques, 
you can count on learning about stains, un-
derglazes, glazes, and cold-process bronz-
ing. In addition to sculptural projects we’ll 
also cover functional ware, raku techniques, 
cold process bronzing, and how to combine 
non-clay material in your work. 
10 Wednesdays: June 21–august 23, 1–3:30pm
$255 ($240 member)

layered clay surfaces 
All Levels – Sarah Turner
Discover techniques to achieve stunning 
clay surfaces. You’ll learn all about layering 
underglazes with resists, using stencils, 
monoprinting, toner decals, inlay, sgraffito, 
slip trailing, water etching, and photocopy 
lithography. This is a great class if you’ve got 
some clay experience but want to discover 
new ways to glaze your work. 
10 Fridays: June 23–august 25, 10am–12:30pm
$265 ($250 member)
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More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



advanced Wheel +  
Hand Building techniques
Advanced
Learn new techniques to improve your 
functional and nonfunctional ceramic 
forms. Try raku, cone 10 reduction, and 
soda firing and learn new surface-design 
processes using slips, underglazes, terra 
sigillata, and the spray-booth application of 
both underglazes and overglazes.
section a: david camden  
10 Mondays: June 19–august 21, 1–3:30pm
section B: alex Johnson 
8 Mondays: July 10–august 28, 6:30–9pm
A: $255 ($240 member) 
B: $215 ($200 member)

Mixed-Media ceramics
Intermediate to Advanced – David Camden
Take your ceramics practice to the next 
level by incorporating metal, wood and 
found objects into your ceramic forms and 
pieces. Use your newly acquired skills to 
create table tops, large platters, sculptures 
and more.
10 thursdays: June 22–august 24, 1–3:30pm
$255 ($240 member)

independent ceramic study
Advanced – Paul Klassett
This independent study gives you full 
access to VisArts’ ceramics studio and an 
opportunity to work in a casual yet profes-
sional environment with other ceramic art-
ists. Enjoy ample time to practice your craft 
and the benefit of having a professional 
ceramic artist in studio to answer questions 
and offer demonstrations. 
10 Fridays: June 23–august 25, 6:30–9pm
$255 ($240 member) 

Weekend Workshops
in the teapot of Your Mind
Intermediate – Julie Elkins
To make a teapot, ceramicists must master 
the handle, spout, and lid. While there’s a 
basic formula to follow, you can use a wide 
variety of hand-building techniques and 
glaze applications to create sculpted pieces 
that push the limits of your imagination. 
We’ll spend time looking at historical and 
contemporary teapots for inspiration. 
1 Weekend: July 15 + 16,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$120 ($105 member)

demystifying glazing,  
Firing + Kilns – neW!
Intermediate – Lee Hazelgrove
Ever wanted to mix your own glazes and 
fire your own ceramic pieces? We’ll cover 
glaze formulas, the properties of various 
clay bodies and how the two influence 
each other during the firing process. Learn 
about underglazes, engobes and slips. We’ll 
share glaze recipes, application techniques 
and remedies for fixing glaze and clay flaws, 
and discuss kiln use and maintenance.  
1 Weekend: July 29 + 30,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$120 ($105 member)

design
introduction to interior design                                   
Beginner – Paul Bethel
Interested in interior design? You’ll gain 
an understanding of the six principles of 
interior design—continuity, scale, propor-
tion, balance, color, and light—through slide 
presentations and class discussion, and 
use what you’ve learned to investigate and 
analyze the interiors of your choice.
6 tuesdays: June 20–July 25, 6:30–9pm
$160 ($145 member)

Weekend Workshops
logo design Workshop
Beginners – Jacob Green
Are you looking to design your own logo 
for your website or business? Come to this 
class with an idea for a design or project 
and learn some fundamentals in Adobe 
Illustrator to make your idea come to life. 
We’ll cover some design fundamentals and 
techniques to make your logo effective and 
how to prepare your file for future use.
section a: 1 saturday: July 8, 10am–4pm
section B: 1 saturday: august 12, 10am–4pm 
$65 ($50 member)

digital arts 
introduction to photoshop
Beginner – Chris Pittman 
Get to know Photoshop, Adobe’s ground-
breaking software for enhancing digital 
media. We’ll focus on photographic editing 
and image building, but you can count on 
the instructor giving plenty of tips for other 
aesthetic projects.  
6 Mondays: June 19–July 24, 6:30–9pm
$155 ($140 member)
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More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



adobe photoshop, illustrator + 
indesign for Beginners  
Beginner – Christopher Hibben
Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign are 
the three most popular programs within 
the Adobe Creative Suite. When used 
together, they allow you to create and 
manage visual content with amazing results. 
In this class you’ll create a booklet or bro-
chure using all three programs. Edit your 
photographs in Photoshop, design graphic 
elements in Illustrator, and lay out the final 
piece in InDesign.
8 Wednesdays: June 21–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$190 ($175 member)

digital Filmmaking Basics
Beginner – Shane Brown 
Have you ever wanted to create your own 
digital film? Learn the basic concepts of 
filmmaking and then shoot your own film. 
We’ll learn how to use Adobe Premier to 
edit our footage and each student will cre-
ate a finished short film. 
6 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 6:30–9pm
$155 ($140 member)

retouching Basics in  
photoshop
Intermediate – Alexis Courtney
Use Photoshop to remove unwanted blem-
ishes, dust, and undesirable small objects 
from your photographs. We’ll cover masking 
layers, which can make it easier to make 
individualized adjustments, and you’ll get 
familiar with the clone, spot, healing, pen, 
lasso, and magic wand tools. This is a great 
class for a photographer and is the perfect 
follow-up to a beginner’s Photoshop class.
4 Mondays: august 7–august 28, 6:30–9pm
$115 ($100 member) 

Weekend Workshops
indesign Basics for  
Business design
Beginner – Christopher Hibben
Do you want to improve the quality and 
consistency of your organization’s commu-
nications materials? Learn to create print or 
digital documents in InDesign. We’ll cover 
importing and formatting text, placing and 
editing images, working with typography 
and logos, and pulling all those elements 
together into an attractive finished piece.
1 saturday: July 15, 10am–4pm
$70 ($55 member)

draWing    
Painting
drawing Fundamentals
Beginner
Learn the basic tenets of drawing and 
composition and you’ll be well prepared for 
further drawing and painting classes. We’ll 
cover line, shape, space, and value. Hone 
your observation skills and use charcoal to 
translate what you see to paper.
section a: tommy van auken, shelly shepherd 
Master teacher award recipient 
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6 Mondays, June 19–July 24, 6:30–9pm
section B: dale Jones 
6 tuesdays, July 11–august 15, 6:30–9pm
$160 ($145 member)

drawing Fundamentals  
intensive
Beginner – Susan Singer
Learn the basic tenants of drawing and 
composition and become prepared for 
further drawing and painting classes. We’ll 
cover line, shape, space, and value. Hone 
your observation skills and use a variety of 
drawing materials to translate what you see 
to paper.
5 days: June 19–23, 1–4pm
$160 ($145 member)

intermediate drawing
Intermediate – Dale Jones
Do you want to improve your drawing prac-
tice? In this class you’ll hone your observa-
tion skills as you draw from life and begin to 
experiment with other modes of drawing. 
As you improve your technique, you’ll get a 
better sense of your personal style.
6 thursdays: July 6–august 10, 6:30–9pm
$160 ($145 member)

introduction to the Figure
Beginner – Tommy Van Auken, Shelly Shepherd 
Master Teacher Award Recipient
Conducting figure studies can improve 
your representation of the human body, 
as well as the way it interacts with light. 
We’ll use various media, including graphite, 
charcoal, sanguine, and conte chalk, as we 
work through a series of quick-gesture and 
long-pose drawings. Enjoy demonstrations 
and discussions about anatomy and draw-
ing technique.
8 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 6:30–9pm
$210 ($195 member)

drawing + painting the Figure
Intermediate to Advanced – Tommy Van Auken, 
Shelly Shepherd Master Teacher Award  
Recipient
Continue to develop skills that will allow 
you to convey accurate proportions of the 
human figure. Begin with drawing in graph-
ite and charcoal, and move into oil painting, 
which is great for exploring volume and 
fluidity. We’ll discuss paint and color mixing, 
mediums, and application technique.
10 thursdays: June 22–august 24, 6:30–9pm
$250 ($235 member)

introduction to painting with 
gouache – neW!
Beginner – Jared Boggess
Learn the basics of working with gouache, 
a medium that, like oil, allows for the ap-
plication of rich, opaque layers of color but 
behaves and dries like watercolor. We’ll 
create still lifes and portraits, which will 
allow you the chance to explore techniques 
for controlling the color and texture of this 
flexible medium. 
8 Wednesdays: June 21–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

introduction to pastel drawing
Beginner – Susan Singer
Because pastels are so versatile, they are 
the perfect medium for students looking to 
bridge drawing and painting. In this class, 
not only will you learn about how pastels 
are made and the masters of the medium, 
you will also learn how to use them through 
exercises in color, value, form, and composi-
tion.
6 Mondays: June 19–July 24, 6:30–9pm
$175 ($160 member)

Mixed-Media drawing – neW!
Intermediate to Advanced – Dale Jones
The term “mixed media” refers to visual art 
that combines multiple media for maximum 
effect. In this class we’ll look at ways to 
bring wet and dry painting and drawing 
methods together. You’ll learn how layers 
of oil washes can be combined with soft 
pastels and how ink can enhance charcoal 
drawings. Plan to practice these methods 
by drawing from observation.
4 Mondays: July 31–august 21, 6:30–9pm
$115 ($100 member)

creating innovative comics – 
neW!
All Levels – Laura Lee Gulledge
Create your own comic. Learn how to 
“think outside the panel” as you write and 
illustrate your own original short story as a 
single-page, multi-panel comic or mini-
comic. We’ll cover character design, writing 
your script, creating thumbnails, penciling 
and sketching, as well as final inking and 
production.
4 Mondays: July 17–august 7, 6:30–9pm
$115 ($100 member)

encaustic painting
All Levels – Lynda Ray
Encaustic painting, also known as hot wax 
painting, is an ancient painting method that 
combines pigment, molten beeswax, and 
resin. Finished pieces can appear luminous, 
smooth, shiny, or textured, as well as three-
dimensional. This makes the medium ideal 
for working in both abstract or represen-
tational styles. In this class you’ll explore 
melting and fusing the wax, making clean 
lines and edges, and methods of collage 
and texture.
section a: 6 tuesdays 
June 20–July 25, 6–8:30pm
section B: 4 tuesdays 
august 8–august 29, 6–8:30pm
A: $190 ($175 member) 
B: $145 ($130 member)

abstract painting
All Levels – Joanna Tyka
Do you want to introduce abstraction to 
your paintings? How about some new 
materials? Learn mark-making, painting, 
and collage techniques that can be used 
in abstract paintings. Plan on working in a 
variety of media as you explore new modes 
of painterly expression.  
6 saturdays: July 8–august 12, 1–3:30pm
$150 ($135 member)

introduction to acrylic painting
Beginner to Intermediate – Amie Oliver
Learn the fundamentals of working with 
acrylic paint, including essential color 
theory and brushwork techniques. We’ll 
look at historical references and contem-
porary examples, and students will come 
away with a deeper understanding of this 
medium and its expressive possibilities.
8 Wednesdays: July 5–august 23, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

painting the still life  
+ Figure in oil 
Intermediate – David Tanner, Shelly Shepherd 
Master Teacher Award Recipient
If you’re an oil painter who already has the 
basics covered, you’ll love learning how to 
create looser paintings filled with light, vivid 
color, and energetic brushwork. Train your 
eye to see like a painter with a new painting 
challenge each week. Increasingly complex 
and colorful arrangements of both still lifes 
and clothed figure models will be painted 
alla prima—in a single session.
10 Mondays: June 26–august 28, 6:30–9pm
$195 ($180 member)

Watercolor + the Figure – neW!
Intermediate – Lisa Fisher Johnson
Learn how to draw and paint the figure 
using watercolors. We’ll start with drawing 
the figure using the Richer 7.5 head propor-
tion system, which is based on anatomical 
landmarks. You’ll benefit from working from 
a live model. Then we’ll explore how to 
manipulate watercolor to create beautiful 
flesh tones. Plan to study old masters like 
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo and contempo-
rary masters like Georgia O’Keefe.
5 days: July 24–28, 1–4pm
$150 ($135 member)

the portrait in oil
Intermediate to Advanced – Matthew Rea
Learn to quickly and powerfully capture an 
expressive portrait. In this class we’ll paint 
primarily from live models, which will en-
hance the way you see. We’ll cover setting 
up your palette, preparing your ground, get-
ting your subject’s facial proportions right, 
mark making, and other techniques. You’ll 
leave with an understanding of the portrait 
painting tradition as well as contemporary 
innovations.
Wednesdays,June 21–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$195 ($180 member)

intermediate pastel drawing
Intermediate – Susan Singer
Learn new techniques for working with 
pastels and enjoy an art history lesson—all 
at the same time! We’ll look for inspiration 
in the work of artists such as Piet Mondrian 
and Paul Klee and complete a series of 
exercises based on their colorful master-
pieces.
6 thursdays: June 22–July 27, 6:30–9pm
$175 ($160 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



creating collages
All Levels – Bob Scott
Collage is the art of collecting, creating and 
combining imagery. Collect and find images 
that inspire you, then assemble them into 
dynamic compositions. Learn techniques 
to build and layer complex collages as well 
as experiment with surface design and 
materials. Create your own collage pieces 
and work on collaborative collages with 
your classmates.
4 thursdays: august 3–august 24, 6:30–9pm
$130 ($115 member)

open Figure drawing
These open drawing sessions are open to 
anyone interested in drawing from a live 
figure model. A studio monitor guides the 
model and overall experience, but drawing 
instruction is not provided.
10 Fridays: June 23–august 25, 6:30–9pm
$7 per weekly session

Weekend Workshops
introduction to Modern  
calligraphy – neW!
Beginner – Natalie Kay
Explore the art of calligraphy. We’ll start by 
discussing the differences between tradi-
tional calligraphy, lettering, brush lettering 
and dip pen techniques. You’ll learn about 
basics tools, from traditional ink-nib pens 
to modern brush pens, and we’ll use them 
to practice pen strokes and eventually 
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create letters from these strokes. Finally, 
we’ll cover difficult connections and unique 
flourishes that will help you develop your 
own style.
section a: 1 saturday – august 5, 1–4pm
section B: 1 sunday – august 6, 1–4pm
$55 ($45 member)

the intuitive line
All Levels – Amie Oliver 
This weekend workshop will help you think 
about drawing and mark making in a new 
way. Through drawing exercises, you’ll play 
with gesture, observation, texture, and 
contour. 
1 saturday: august 5, 10am–4pm
$65 ($50 member)

studio safety for painters  
– neW!
All Levels – Matthew Rea 
Whether you’re just beginning to paint or 
ramping up your personal practice at home, 
it’s smart to take the proper precautions 
when working with oil-based paints, acrylic 
paints, varnishes, media and solvents. We’ll 
discuss alternatives to using solvents and 
how to safely clean brushes, remove paint 
from palettes and dispose of rags. Finally 
we’ll go over ventilation, skin protection, 
cleaning practices and how to organize 
your materials.
1 saturday: June 24, 10am–4pm, drawing east
$65 ($50 member)

encaustic painting Workshop
All Levels – Lynda Ray
Encaustic painting, also known as hot wax 
painting, is an ancient painting method that 
combines pigment, molten beeswax, and 
resin. Finished pieces can appear smooth, 
shiny, or textured as well as three-dimen-
sional. This makes the medium ideal for 
working abstractly or in a representational 
style. In this workshop,  you’ll begin to 
explore melting and fusing the wax, making 
clean lines and edges, and methods of col-
lage and texture.
1 saturday: July 22, 11am–4pm
$95 ($80 member)

acrylic collage Workshop
All Levels – Amie Oliver
Create paintings using collage techniques. 
We’ll begin by creating a series of small 
media experiments with acrylic paint. Then 
we’ll incorporate those experiments into a 
larger collage on panel.
1 Weekend: July 15–16  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$95 ($80 member)

fiber
introduction to sewing
Beginner – Tesni Stephen
Ever wanted to make clothing? Learn to 
take measurements, follow a pattern, select 
fabric, sew zippers, create buttonholes, 

and make adjustments to ensure a proper 
fit. You’ll learn basic sewing techniques, 
and we’ll also discuss how to cut and alter 
patterns.
8 Wednesdays: June 21–august 16 
(no class July 5) 6:30–9pm
$205 ($190 member)

spinning Both Ways with  
drop spindle + Wheel
Beginner – Jan Thomas
Spinning—the art of twisting fiber into 
a continuous thread—has returned as a 
popular fiber art. We’ll cover the history 
of hand spinning then go over a variety of 
techniques. Learn how to clean and card 
spinning fibers. Several varieties of fiber will 
be available for use during class, at home 
and during open studio. We’ll end the class 
working on VisArts’ floor spinning wheels.
8 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 6:30–9pm
$215 ($200 member)

introduction to loom Weaving
Beginner to Intermediate – Michelle Selwyn
Learn to weave on a floor loom. You’ll enjoy 
warping demonstrations and plenty of 
practice time, along with tips for achieving 
smooth selvages and an even beat. Plan 
to design and complete at least one plain 
weave project—a rag rug, scarf, or table run-
ner. Returning students will take on more 
complex projects.
8 Mondays: July 3–august 21, 6–9pm
$240 ($225 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



introduction to crochet
Beginner – Emily Cook-Asaro
Learn to crochet using a few basic stitches 
and techniques. You’ll be guided through 
a series of projects, such as hats, scarves, 
bows, and mug cozies, in order to explore 
basic stitches and construction. Plan on 
completing this class with at least three 
finished projects.
6 Mondays: June 19–July 24, 6:30–9pm
$170 ($155 member)

Frame Weaving
Beginner – Nicole Bunting
Learn to weave on a portable frame loom. 
We’ll introduce a range of warping tech-
niques, with an emphasis on experimental 
weaving, and explore color striping, blend-
ing, basic shape construction, eccentric 
weft, and rya knots. You’ll construct your 
own frame loom, which you can keep for 
future projects.
4 saturdays: July 8–July 29, 1–3:30pm
$140 ($125 member)

natural dyeing of Yarn + Fabric
All Levels – Jan Thomas
Learn to select and prepare locally har-
vested plant materials to dye your own yarn 
and cloth. We will go over how to identify 
the right dye plants and safely mordant 
them. Then we’ll make twelve to eighteen 
types of dye vats, including indigo. Every-
one will go home with several ready-to-use 
yarns or yardage, as well as dye baths for 
later use. 
6 thursdays: July 27–august 31, 6:30–9pm
$175 ($160 member)

dyeing Yarns for Weaving
All Levels – Patrick Carter
Explore the basics of dyeing yarns for use 
in loom and frame weaving. Working with 
plant and animal fibers, you’ll learn about 
color mixing, painting with dye, and resist 
techniques, as well as safety precautions 
when working with chemical dyes. Plan to 
leave the class with one dyed cotton warp 
and several dyed wefts of cotton, silk and 
wool.
4 thursdays: June 22–July 13, 6:30–9pm
$140 ($125 member)

Weekend Workshops
sewing Machines for the  
absolute Beginner – neW!
Beginner – Sarah Curtis
Do you have a sewing machine in your 
closet that you dream of using? Is the in-
struction manual as intimidating as the ma-
chine itself? Learn about sewing machines 
in a class designed for the true beginner. 
We’ll cover machine basics like threading, 
bobbins, needles and stitch length. We’ll 
also discuss stitching options, tools for 
your sewing kit, great first projects and 
resources that may help you in the future.
1 saturday: June 24, 1–4pm
$50 ($40 member)
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Bra Making Workshop – neW!
Beginner – Sarah Curtis
Learn the sewing techniques necessary 
to one day fill your dresser drawer with 
beautiful, one of a kind, handmade bras. 
Prior to class, you will be asked to provide 
your measurements so that a pre-cut pat-
tern will be ready for you on the first day 
of class. We’ll focus on construction and 
sewing skills so that you can walk way with 
a completed bra and the skills to create 
more in the future!
1 Weekend: august 12 + 13,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$130 ($115)

eco-dyeing + Hapa-Zome
All Levels – Jan Thomas
Eco-dyeing or botanical dyeing relies on 
creative, unique, and sometimes outright 
weird techniques to incorporate natural 
dyes into recycled cloth. We will use 
collected local plants to perfect our hapa 
zome technique. In Japanese, hapa zome 
translates to “beating up leaves with ham-
mers.” You’ll finish the class with several 
completed projects. 
1 Weekend: august 5 + 6,  
saturday 10am–4pm + sunday 1–4pm 
$115 ($100 member)

Fiber guided studio day
All Levels – Sarah Curtis
Come and work independently on in-
progress fiber pieces of your own or from 
previous classes at VisArts. Our studio 
offers large work tables, sewing machines, 
ironing boards and more. An instructor will 
be there to guide you through any ques-
tions or help you troubleshoot challenges 
in your work. This open studio time is best 
suited for dry fibers processes; sewing, 
quilting and pattern drafting students are 
welcome.
1 saturday: august 19, 10am–4pm
$65 ($50 member)

glass
stained glass
Beginner and Intermediate – Barbara Atkinson
Learn the basics of glass cutting, foiling, 
soldering, and framing in order to embellish 
your home with stained glass panels, deco-
rative mirrors, or handmade lampshades. 
By the end of the class, beginners will have 
learned the fundamentals and completed 
a panel. Returning students will be able to 
explore more advanced techniques.
6 Mondays: July 24–august 28, 6:30–9pm
$170 ($155 member)

glass Fusing + slumping
All Levels – Jude Schlotzhauer
Learn to fuse and slump glass in the kiln. 
We’ll cover how to create designs by 
cutting colored sheet glass and layering 
patterns; using frits, powders, stringers, and 
liquid line, and employing a variety of glass-
working techniques. Use your newfound 
knowledge to make plates, bowls, tiles, and 
bas-relief. Beginners will work on specific 
assignments while returning students may 

choose to work on independent projects.
6 Wednesdays: July 5–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$180 ($165 member)

introduction to Marble Making
Beginner – Brad Pearson
Learn to make marbles using a propane 
torch and soft glass rods. Enjoy generous 
demonstrations, discussions, and time to 
practice as you explore various marble 
styles.
8 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 10am–12:30pm
$230 ($215 member)

introduction to Flame Working 
intensive – neW!
Beginner – Jack Alden 
Learn to manipulate glass into three-di-
mensional forms. Working with borosilicate 
glass, we’ll cover a variety of flame working 
techniques including shaping, bending, and 
fusing glass rods and tubing. 
5 days: July 17–July 21, 6:30–9pm
$195 ($170 member)

glass Bead Making
All Levels – Brad Pearson
Have you ever wanted to make glass 
beads? Learn to use a torch and mandrel to 
wind hot glass into beautiful beads, perfect 
for jewelry.
8 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 6:30–9pm
$230 ($215 member)

intermediate Flame Working
Intermediate – Jack Alden
Continue working with the torch and boro-
silicate glass to expand your flame working 
skills. You’ll further develop the techniques 
learned in Introduction to Flame Work-
ing as well as learn new, more advanced 
techniques. We’ll explore representation 
and how to sculpt the human figure as well 
as learn more about color theory and ap-
plication. Plan to walk away with a few small 
completed projects.
6 Mondays: July 24–august 28, 6:30–9pm
$205 ($190 member)

intermediate to advanced 
stained glass
Intermediate to Advanced – Barbara Atkinson
Take your stained glass making to the next 
level. Experiment with the processes of 
leading, sandblasting, layering, simple paint-
ing or silver staining. Come with a project 
in mind and advanced skills or techniques 
you’d like to explore.
6 tuesdays: July 25–august 29, 6:30–9pm
$170 ($155 member)

glass casting
Advanced – Jude Schlotzhauer 
Create three-dimensional glass forms 
through kiln casting. You’ll create a tempo-
rary mold, or negative, of a found object or 
something of your own creation, and then 
fill it with glass that will melt during firing. 
We’ll also explore box castings and silicone 
molds, which allow you to create multiples 
of the same object. Plan to make three or 
four projects in class.  
6 thursdays: July 6–august 10, 6:30–9pm
$180 ($165 member)

Flame Working Your ideas – 
neW!
Intermediate to Advanced – Jack Alden
In just one week, you’ll design, plan and 
complete your own flame-worked glass 
piece. The instructor will be in the studio to 
offer guidance and demonstrations that are 
tailored to the needs of your project and 
that will hone your technical skills. 
5 days: august 14–18, 10am–12:30pm
$185 ($170 member)

Weekend Workshops
glass Bead Making Workshop 
All Levels – Brad Pearson
Have you ever wanted to make glass 
beads? Learn the basics of using a torch 
and mandrel to wind hot glass into beautiful 
beads, perfect for jewelry.
1 saturday: July 14, 10am–4pm
$105 ($90 member)

Marble Making Workshop 
Beginner – Brad Pearson
Learn the basics of creating marbles using a 
propane torch and glass rods. Enjoy gener-
ous demonstrations, discussions, and time 
to practice as you explore various marble 
styles.
1 saturday: august 12, 10am–4pm
$105 ($90 member)

metals    
JeWelrY
introduction to Metal Jewelry
Beginner – Ginny Benton
Learn how to transform metals into 
beautiful works of wearable art. We’ll cover 
techniques such as sawing, drilling, textur-
ing, working with wire, filing, sanding, and 
polishing. We’ll also go over riveting, solder-
ing with a torch, and basic stone setting. 
You’ll use these skills to make one finished 
piece of jewelry.
8 Mondays: June 19–august 7, 6:30–9pm
$225 ($210 member)

intermediate Metal Jewelry
Intermediate – Ginny Benton
Take your metal jewelry making to the next 
level. We’ll focus on creative design and 
introducing advanced techniques such as 
soldering with wire, constructing forms, cre-
ating more advanced jewelry mechanisms, 
and the proper polishing of finished pieces.
8 tuesdays: June 20–July 8, 6:30–9pm
$225 ($210 member)

lost-Wax Metal casting
All Levels – Daniel Eaves
Learn to cast metal using the lost-wax 
technique to cast work in silver. By creating 
jewelry models of your own design, you’ll 
learn about model preparation, investing, 
burning out, and casting with centrifugal 
and vacuum-casting machines.  
8 thursdays: June 22–august 10, 6:30–9pm
$225 ($210 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



Wax carving +  
Modeling intensive – neW!
All Levels – Jay Sharpe
Learn to prepare wax forms for casting. 
We’ll go over techniques like squaring the 
wax block, marking out a pattern, carv-
ing, smoothing and truing up the wax, and 
will cover tips for marking and carving a 
geometrically perfect wax model. You’ll 
also learn how to use a wax gun and a wax 
pen. This class is great for a first-time wax 
carver who wants to begin to explore metal 
casting. 
5 days: august 14–august 18, 6:30–9pm
$190 ($175 member)

Metal clay Jewelry
All Levels – Lora Hart
Metal clay is a malleable, metal bearing 
material that is perfectly suited for creating 
jewelry. Use your hands to shape it and a va-
riety of tools to add detail and texture. The 
metal clay is then fired, and in the process, 
transformed into a silver object. Plan to learn 
a new skill each week and walk away with 
several completed projects.
6 Wednesdays: June 21–July 26, 6–9pm
$175 ($160 member)
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Metal clay Beads intensive
Intermediate – Lora Hart
Use dry construction techniques to make 
three-dimensional, hollow beads. We’ll 
start with learning how to make basic bead 
shapes, drill holes, and string beads. Then 
we’ll move on to creating boxes and other 
hollow forms. Create lentil, pillow, drum, 
sandwich, tube, stilted, and compound 
form beads, and leave with a set of beads 
that can be used in future jewelry projects.
5 days: august 7–august 11, 10am–12:30pm
$135 ($120 member)

Weekend Workshops
Beginning Metals Workshop  
– neW!
Beginner – Lynalise Woodlief
Learn how to work with copper, brass and 
silver sheet, as well as wire, to create your 
own jewelry. We’ll forge and solder metal 
using an acetylene torch and will also cover 
riveting, sawing, drilling and working with 
wire. Finally, we’ll go over polishing and sur-
face techniques like texturing and coloring. 
1 Weekend: June 24 + 25,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$125 (110 member)

Basic Metal repairs – neW!
Intermediate – Jay Sharpe
Ideal for novice jewelers as well as shop-
keepers who want to do their own work in 
house, this class covers the most common 
jewelry repairs. Working with 14k gold, ster-
ling silver and gold-filled jewelry, you will 
learn ring sizing, chain repair, prong repair, 
and clasp and safety repair.
1 Weekend: July 22 + 23,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$120 ($105 member)

Jewelry design – neW!
All Levels – Jay Sharpe
Learn methods to explore, refine and 
expand your design ideas for jewelry. Using 
materials like foil, boards and paper, you’ll 
discover that designing jewelry requires 
not only creativity but a lot of individual ex-
ploration, group discussion and systematic 
skill-building. We’ll also look to music, video 
and magazines for inspiration. You will cre-
ate several drawings and models for original 
jewelry as you increase your understand of 
design theory. 
1 Weekend: July 8 + 9,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$20 ($105 member)

stackable Bands – neW!
All Levels – Sarah Tector
Create a sweet stack of rings from 14kt 
yellow gold-filled wire and silver. You’ll learn 
to solder bands and become proficient at 
single seams. We’ll also cover fabricating, 
embellishing and forging simple bands in 
different gauges and types of metal.
1 saturday: august 5, 10am–4pm
$85 ($70 member)

create a swing locket  
in Metal clay – neW!
All Levels – Lora Hart
Learn how to create a locket or secret 
amulet box with a hinge that swivels to 
reveal a surprise inside. Using dry construc-
tion techniques, we’ll form the sides, top 
and bottom of the locket and construct the 
final piece after the metal clay has been 
fired. You’ll then learn to create the locking 
mechanism and finish your completed 
piece. 
1 Weekend: July 29 + 30,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$95 ($80 member)

create a spinner ring – neW!
All Levels – Sarah Tector
Spinner rings allow several rings to be 
made into one. The outer band supports 
one or more moving rings. We will cover 
sizing, shaping, and soldering sheet metal 
and wire into rings. The rings will become 
one using a forming technique known as 
anticlastic. Basic solder, forging, and form-
ing techniques will be covered.
1 saturday: august 26, 10am–4pm
$85 ($70 member)

PhotograPhY
darkroom photography
All Levels
Learn to take photographs using 35mm film, 
process the film, and print photographs in a 
darkroom. Enjoy lots of technical guidance 
and aesthetic feedback, whether you’re just 
getting started or expanding your portfolio 
and skill set. 
section a: shane Brown  
8 Wednesdays: June 21–august 9, 6:30–9pm
section B: chris pittman  
8 thursdays: July 6–august 24, 6:30–9pm
$220 ($205 member)

introduction to digital  
photography
Beginner – Andres Soulas
Do you ever wonder what all the buttons 
on your digital camera actually do? Want to 
know what white balance, resolution and 
megapixels are all about? You’ll learn to 
operate your camera as we cover how to 
capture an image, ensure proper expo-
sure, and create an effective composition. 
Weekly assignments coupled with in-class 
discussions will help you troubleshoot 
problems and develop a creative eye.
4 tuesdays: July 11–august 1, 6:30–9pm
$120 ($105 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



introduction to digital  
photography intensive
Beginner – Andres Soulas
Do you ever wonder what all the buttons 
on your digital camera actually do? Want to 
know what white balance, resolution and 
megapixels are all about? You’ll learn to 
operate your camera as we cover how to 
capture an image, ensure proper exposure, 
and create an effective composition. 
5 days: June 19–June 23, 10am–12:30pm
$140 ($125 member)

intermediate digital  
photography
Intermediate
If you’re already familiar with you cam-
era, it’s time to refine your aesthetic and 
technical skills. Learn how to process RAW 
images and create an effective workflow 
from capture to computer. We’ll discuss the 
work of master photographers and explore 
contemporary trends. Weekly assignments 
coupled with in-class discussions will help 
you troubleshoot problems, improve your 
composition, and develop your personal 
vision.
4 thursdays: august 8–august 29, 6:30–9pm
$120 ($105 member)

intermediate digital  
photography intensive
Intermediate – Andres Soulas
If you’re already familiar with you cam-
era, it’s time to refine your aesthetic and 
technical skills. Learn how to process RAW 
images and create an effective workflow for 
capturing and formatting your photographs. 
We’ll discuss the work of master photogra-
phers and explore contemporary trends. 
Weekly assignments coupled with in-class 
discussions will help you troubleshoot 
problems, improve your composition, and 
develop your personal vision. This class is a 

special advertising section

great next step after Introduction to Digital 
Photography. 
5 days: June 26–June 30, 10am–12:30pm
$140 ($125 member)

Weekend Workshops
Manipulating daylight  
for photography
All Levels – Alexis Courtney
Learn to manipulate daylight in your digital 
photographs by using everyday objects and 
materials to enhance available light. We’ll 
use white boards, blackout cloth, tissue 
paper, foil, and other materials to filter, 
reflect, amplify, and reduce the light we 
have available to us. 
1 Weekend: July 15 + 16,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$110 ($95 member)

tintype photography 
Beginner – Mike Bartolotta
Use one of the earliest forms of photog-
raphy to create tintypes, which are direct 
positives printed on an aluminum sheet us-
ing large format cameras. Learn the basics 
of this 19th-century process including how 
to pour and sensitize collodion, properly 
expose and develop plates, and apply a 
protective varnish. Plan to walk away with 
two to three finished pieces.
2 days: July 21 + 22, Fri + sat 10am–4pm
$150 ($135 member)

street photography
All Levels – Rebecca D’Angelo
Discover the world of street photography 
as you explore Richmond. We’ll look at 
historical and contemporary examples of 
street photography and discuss technique 
and personal style. As a group, we will head 
out into Richmond to capture images in the 
area. At the end of the day, we’ll return to 

VisArts to edit our images and share and 
discuss each other’s work.
1 saturday: July 22, 10am–4pm
$65 ($50 member)

glass negatives, tintypes +  
the Wet plate process – neW!
Beginner – Mike Bartolotta
Use the wet plate collodion process to cre-
ate your own glass negatives and one-of-a-
kind tintypes. You’ll have the chance to use 
the instructor’s antique 4x5 cameras to cap-
ture your imagery. From there, you’ll learn 
the basics of this 19th-century process—
from pouring and sensitizing the collodion 
and properly exposing and developing the 
plates to applying a protective varnish to 
the finished pieces. 
3 days: august 18–20, 10am–4pm
$200 ($185 member)

PrintmaKing
introduction to letterpress
Beginner – Natalie Kay
The letterpress printing process dates back 
to the 15th century and the time of Guten-
berg. We’ll cover typesetting, inking, print-
ing, and paper selection as you become 
familiar with the terminology and VisArts’ 
presses. You’ll have time to create multiple 
pieces and trade work with classmates, 
which will help you build a small collection 
of handmade letterpress art. 
6 Wednesdays: July 12–august 16, 6:30–9pm
$170 ($155 member)

introduction to letterpress 
intensive – neW!
Beginner – Natalie Kay
The letterpress printing process dates back 
to the 15th century and the time of Guten-
berg. We’ll cover typesetting, inking, print-

ing, and paper selection as you become 
familiar with the terminology and VisArts’ 
presses. You’ll have time to create multiple 
pieces and trade work with classmates, 
which will help you build a small collection 
of handmade letterpress art. 
5 days: June 19–June 23, 6:30–9pm
$150 ($135 member)

introduction to screen printing
Beginner – Travis Robertson
Screen printing allows artists to create 
hand printed multiples of the same image. 
Translate your graphic design, photography, 
paintings, or drawings into vibrant, layered 
compositions. Learn to a variety of ways to 
create screens that can be used to print 
onto fabric, paper, or wood.
6 tuesdays: June 20–July 27, 10am–12:30pm
$185 ($170 member)

intermediate screen printing
Intermediate – JC Gilmore-Bryan
Take your screen-printing skills to the 
next level. We’ll cover how to use photo-
emulsion, screen filler, and drawing fluid 
and explore printing on T-shirts and fabric. 
Learn more about coating and exposing 
your screens, selecting inks, printing on a 
variety of surfaces, printing editions, and 
how to reclaim your screen for a new im-
age. You’ll leave with a collection of prints 
to take home.
6 thursdays: July 6–august 10, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

continuing screen printing 
All Levels – Travis Robertson
Expand your printmaking skills. Create 
screens for printing on paper, fabric, 
photographs, and even wood. Begin a new 
project or work on something that’s already 
in process to create a new set of prints.
4 tuesdays: august 8–august 29, 6:30–9pm
$145 ($130 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



exploring color +  
pattern with linocut
Beginner – Barry O’Keefe
With linocut, you cut the design you’d like 
to print into a linoleum block to create 
a relief surface. We’ll begin by cutting 
background patterns, which we’ll print in 
various colors and combinations. Then we’ll 
cut a strong final image to print overtop the 
patterns. You’ll learn about design, cutting 
techniques, printing, and paper selection 
and finish the class with a completed print. 
6 Wednesdays: July 5–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$210 ($195 member)

letterpress guided studio
All Levels – Paul Morris
This guided studio time is perfect if you 
have taken a basic letterpress class or have 
experience in typesetting. Join us for an 
evening of open letterpress studio time to 
typeset and print your own projects. The 
instructor will be available to ensure proper 
printing and to offer one-on-one guidance. 
section a: thursday, June 29, 6–9pm
section B: thursday, July 20, 6–9pm
section c: thursday, august 17, 6–9pm
$40 ($30 member)

Weekend Workshops
Mushroom paper  
+ Walnut ink – neW!
All Levels – Jan Thomas
Learn to create your own paper with 
polypore mushrooms, a non-toxic, plentiful 
and easy-to-find mushroom. On Saturday 
we’ll learn how to find these polypores and 
create several sizes of paper. On Sunday 
we’ll finish our paper and make ink out of 
walnuts. Plan to go home with a stack of art 
paper and a bottle of ink! If time allows we’ll 
make a quill pen as well.
1 Weekend: July 22–23,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$75 ($60 member)

letterpress postcards
All Levels – Natalie Kay
The letterpress dates back to the 15th 
century and the time of Gutenberg, and 
it remains a compelling printing process 
today. We’ll cover typesetting, inking, print-
ing, and paper selection as you create your 
own set of printed postcards to give as gifts 
or send to friends and family.
1 saturday: July 29, 10am–4pm
$80 ($65 member)

Mixed-Media image transfers
All Levels – Alicia Dietz
Combine the warmth of wood with the 
power of images. Learn how to transfer 
images onto wood and other mediums us-
ing a multitude of techniques.  Use photos, 
drawings, graphs and charts, or patterns to 
enhance wood, metal, fabric, and glass.  
1 Weekend: July 8–9,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun 1–4pm
$135 ($120 member)
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introduction to  
Woodblock printing
All Levels – Dennis Winston
Woodblock printing is humanity’s oldest 
printmaking process. You’ll learn to design 
and transfer an image onto the block and 
cut the block to produce a relief image. 
Then we’ll cover how to transfer the image 
to paper, both printing it by hand and by 
press.
1 Weekend: July 15–16,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$120 ($105 member)

resources 
for artists
the artists Way – neW!
All Levels – Jared Boggess
Overcome creative roadblocks like fear, 
self-sabotage, jealousy and guilt, and 
reclaim your inner artist by learning to nur-
ture your creativity. Each week, we’ll read 
a chapter of Julia Cameron’s “The Artist’s 
Way,” and do small exercises that will help 
you recover your identity as a creative and 
move towards a fulfilling career—or simply a 
fulfilling life—as an artist.
10 tuesdays: June 20–august 22, 6:30–9pm
$245 ($230 member)

Weekend Workshops
designing Your own Website 
with adobe Muse
Beginner – Matthew Rea
Learn to design a website using Adobe 
Muse—a welcome alternative to traditional 
HTML coding. If you’re an artist, you’ll love 
how this user-friendly program makes it 
easy to create a professional-caliber port-
folio website. We will cover how to design 
your website, but you’ll need to secure a 
domain name, find hosting, and publish the 
website on your own. 
1 Weekend: June 24 + 25,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$100 ($85 member)

photographing Your artwork
Intermediate – Alexis Courtney
Do you want to properly document your 
artwork? Learn proper photographic light-
ing techniques, camera basics, tricks for 
minimizing glare, and how to problem-solve 
while photographing challenging pieces of 
work. 
1 saturday: august 5, 10am–4pm
$95 ($80 member)

Wood    
sculPture
the dovetailed tray
All Levels – Jeremy Zietz
Create a wooden tray using the funda-
mental dovetail joint. Learn the basics of 
this time-tested joint, which is used for 
many kinds of case pieces such as drawers, 

cabinets, jewelry boxes, and more. 
8 tuesdays: June 19–august 7, 6:30–9pm
$220 ($205 member)

Figure sculpting from  
degas intensive
All Levels – Lisa Fisher Johnson
Explore figurative sculpture based on 
Degas’ sculptures of dancers. Sculpting 
three-dimension forms forces you to cross 
the midline of your body which opens new 
pathways in the mind and improves spatial 
awareness. We’ll learn about proportion, 
basic sculpting techniques and how to 
use an armature. We’ll also explore adding 
mixed-media components, as Degas some-
times did. You’ll walk away with a sculpture 
that can air-dry.
5 days: July 31–august 4, 9:30am–12pm
$155 ($140 member)

introduction to Woodworking
Beginners – David Bohnhoff
No need to be familiar or comfortable with 
power tools in this class. You’ll learn every-
thing you need to know about safety and 
technique. Transform rough-cut lumber into 
a small, functional step stool while learning 
to use a table saw, planer, and router, along 
with a variety of hand tools.
10 tuesdays: June 20–august 22, 6:30–9pm
$280 ($265 member)

Build a stool + Weave the seat  
– neW!
Intermediate – David Bohnhoff
Create a beautiful wooden stool of your 
own. Working from the instructor’s designs, 
you’ll learn simple joinery and finishing 
techniques to create a finished stool from 
Ash wood. Finish off the seat with a Danish 
corded seat, a popular finish found in mid-
century furniture. 
8 thursdays: June 22–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$310 ($295 member)

cane Weaving intensive – 
neW!
Beginner – David Bohnhoff
Learn the art of cane weaving, a method 
of applying rattan cane or rattan peel to a 
piece of furniture. This technique is most 
often used for chair seats and backs and 
dates back to the 1700s. Learn basic cane 
weaving techniques on a wooden frame, 
and leave this workshop ready to cane or 
recane your own pieces at home. 
5 days: august 28–september 1, 6:30–9pm
$215 ($200 member)

Build Your own chair  
– neW!
Beginner – David Bohnhoff
Create your own all-weather, outdoor 
wooden chair! Using the instructor’s 
pattern, you’ll visit a retail lumber yard to 
purchase material and then head back to 
VisArts’ studio to layout and cut the parts 
to assemble your finished piece. Plan to 
leave the class with an assembled chair 
ready to be stained or varnished.
5 days: July 10–July 14, 1–4pm
$235 ($220 member)

Weekend Workshops
Weaving a danish corded seat
Beginner – David Bohnhoff
Learn how to weave a Danish corded seat. 
You’ll receive a small wood stool and be 
taught how to weave a seat in the classic 
Danish, mid-century method. You’ll finish 
the class with a completed step stool and 
the necessary skills to pursue this craft on 
your own.  
1 Weekend: august 5 + 6,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$175 ($160 member)

Bandsaw Boxes – neW!
All Levels – Alicia Dietz
Bandsaw boxes are quick, fun and simple. 
They give you the opportunity to ex-
periment with intuitive, fast joinery and to 
quickly produce boxes of varies shapes and 
sizes. Bring an object and we can build a box 
to contain it. Plan to play with surface design, 
texture and form. You’ll walk away with your 
own box by the end of the weekend!
1 Weekend: July 29–30,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$125 ($110 member)

paint Finishes + techniques  
for transforming Furniture
All Levels – Karen Guard
Transform your furniture from trash to 
treasure. Learn nine paint techniques 
including distressing, antiquing, and ap-
plying metallic finishes. We’ll go over the 
differences between chalk, milk and latex 
paint and discuss how to select the best 
furniture pieces, make minor repairs, and 
paint and protect your finished product. 
You’ll practice on wood tiles and work 
together to refinish a chair as a group.
1 Weekend: June 3 + 4,  
sat 10am–4pm + sun, 1–4pm
$120 ($105 member)

Writing
surrealist Writing
All Levels – Nathaniel Newcomb
Explore surrealist techniques and games 
as a way to spark fresh, imaginative 
writing. We’ll play with automatic writing, 
homophonic translation, word collages, and 
more. This class will help students find the 
beautiful, the noteworthy, and the absurd in 
the day-to-day.
4 Mondays: June 19–July 10, 6–9pm
$125 ($110 member)

poetry Fundamentals
Beginner to Intermediate – Randy Marshall
Poetry is the art of capturing ideas and emo-
tions in a precise arrangement of words. You 
will learn the basics of composing poems 
and interpreting the poems of published 
authors and your classmates in an intimate, 
supportive environment. Enjoy weekly 
writing assignments, directed free writing, 
collaborative exercises, and the close read-
ing of published texts. We’ll look at image, 
metaphor, line, repetition, and voice.
8 Mondays: June 21–august 9, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.



Writing stories through  
letters with epistolary Fiction
All Levels – Lynda Raines
Today, e-mail and social media updates 
have replaced letters and cards. Our com-
munication is efficient but devoid of the 
personal touch that came with handwritten 
correspondence. We’ll look at literature 
written in the epistolary form and begin by 
writing generic verse similar to what you’d 
find in a store-bought card. Then we’ll write 
a short story in epistolary form.
4 Mondays: June 21–July 12, 6:30–9pm
$110 ($95 member)

short story Fiction Writing
All Levels – Jamie Fueglein
Do you want to write and workshop short 
stories? We’ll look at many aspects of nar-
rative craft including story, plot, character, 
scene, structure, archetypal patterns, and di-
alogue—both within professionally published 
pieces and your own work. By the end of the 
course, you’ll be able to begin a story based 
on a word or an idea. You’ll also understand 
how to evaluate and revise your work.
6 thursdays: June 22–July 27, 6:30–9pm
$150 ($135 member)

Writing the Memoir
All Levels – Doug Jones
Thomas Larson writes that “memoir is most 
successful when it is not the ‘story of a life,’ 
but a focused part of that life.” This course 
will help you explore and focus on the most 
meaningful and memorable parts of your life. 
You’ll enjoy writing prompts, timed writing 
exercises and lots of constructive feedback.
8 tuesdays: June 20–august 8, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

setting the scene – neW!
All Levels – Hanna McGrath
From Hogwarts to a lifeboat adrift in the 
Pacific Ocean, setting can be everything to 
a story. It creates atmosphere, affects plot, 
and, sometimes, becomes a character itself. 
This course will look at the elements that 
go into making vivid, memorable settings 
and how we can use them to create our 
own. This course is open to both fiction and 
nonfiction writers. 
6 Wednesday: July 26–august 30, 6:30–9pm
$110 ($95 member)

nature Writing – neW!
All Levels – Lauren Miner
Writers have long been inspired by their 
interactions with the natural world. While 
nature can be inhospitable, dangerous, 
and downright terrifying, it is also ripe with 
opportunities for discovery, revelry, and 
wonder. In this class we’ll celebrate and ob-
serve the natural world, see and hear what 
others have written about it, and write new 
poems inspired by our experiences. Plan to 
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read poems, create new work, and engage 
in readings and discussions. 
4 thursdays: June 22–July 13, 6:30–9pm
$115 ($100 member)

nocturnes + the poetry  
of night – neW!
All Levels – Lauren Miner
Our world becomes a little stranger as the 
sun goes down and day passes into night. 
In this class, we will gather at dusk and read 
poetry that explores the subject of nightfall 
and night. From these discussions, we’ll 
then create new work, drawing from our 
own personal experiences, and share these 
poems with the class. Plan to walk away 
with drafts of new poems and a new source 
of inspiration.
1 Week: august 14–18, 6:30–9pm
$100 ($85 member)

Weekend Workshops
poetry + Healing
All Levels – Joanna Lee
Disease is an intense and intimate human 
experience, and poetry is a creative medi-
um that connects us to a wider world. This 
workshop is intended for those who suffer 
from chronic illness and those who have 
been affected by trauma, along with their 
caregivers, companions, and healthcare 
providers. Join us as we look at the ways 
poetry can sublimate suffering into art.
1 saturday: July 15, 10am–4pm
$70 ($55 member)

introduction to  
documentary poetry
All Levels – Wendy DeGroat
Are you a poet who loves history? Take 
an exhilarating dip into documentary 
poetry. You’ll learn about the wide range of 
styles in docupoetry and try your pen at it 
yourself. Leave the workshop with ideas for 
future poems created from personal docu-
ments, public documents, and more. You’ll 
also learn guidelines for fair use of source 
material and tips for publishing your work. 
1 saturday: June 24, 1–4pm
$40 ($30 member)

playing with documents
All Levels – Wendy DeGroat
Are you a poet or writer who loves his-
tory, is passionate about social justice, or 
has documents from a beloved ancestor 
that you want to do something with – but 
you don’t know what? Bring your own 
documents or play with documents we 
provide, and make poetry, fiction, hybrid 
texts, or art-text creations in this hands-on 
workshop. 
1 saturday: august 26, 10am–4pm
$70 ($55 member)

at the inkwell rva guest 
Workshop with david robbins
While storytelling through creative writing 
can seem daunting and reliant on ineffable 
talent, artistry, and life experience, the 
truth is that much of good writing is craft. 
There exists inside each well-turned story 
an architecture of immutable, manipulat-
able, and repeatable techniques without 
which no story or novel can be effective, 
or moving. The Art of the Narrative will 
survey several of these, putting into real 
terms much of what writers tend to believe 
is a moving target, and will reveal the 
substance, the code, that exists in every 
successfully written tale.
1 saturday: september 2, 10am–12pm
$25

trY-Your-hand  
WorKshoPs 
These three-hour workshops are designed 
for the true beginner. They’re great classes 
for anyone who’s nervous about trying a 
new medium for the first time. All materials 
are included with tuition.

photograms + cyanotypes  
– neW!
Shane Brown
Explore the magic of black and white 
darkroom photography without using a 
camera or film. We will create photograms 
and cyanotypes by placing objects directly 
onto light-sensitive paper and exposing 
the paper to light. The results are beauti-
ful compositions of positive and negative 
space. Create your own photograms and 
learn the basics of the darkroom photo-
printing process and learn the process 
of cyanotypes using natural UV light to 
expose pre-treated paper.
1 saturday: June 24, 1–4pm
$50

playful Monotype printmaking
Barry O’Keefe
Of all the different types of printmaking, 
monotype is the most spontaneous, which 
makes it perfect for beginners. Through 
processes such as painting or rolling on 
inks, cutting paper stencils, and arranging 
plants and found objects, you can create 
surprising imagery and color combinations. 
saturday July 15, 1–4pm
$50

drawing in Black + White
Thomas Van Auken, Shelly Shepherd Master 
Teacher Award Recipient
Learn the basics of observational drawing. 
Drawing is mostly seeing, and in this intro-
ductory workshop, we will use a few basic 
concepts, along with a few simple materials 
to help us translate what we see directly 
onto the page.
1 saturday: July 15, 1–4pm
$50

Wheel throwing For everyone
Tamurlaine Melby
Have you always wanted to try wheel 
throwing on a potter’s wheel? Come create 
a pot on the wheel. You will work with 
white stoneware and paint your finished 
piece with colored slip. All work will later be 
glazed with a clear, food-safe glaze so the 
colors show through. 
section a: 1 saturday, July 29, 1–4pm 
section B: 1 saturday, august 12, 1–4pm
$50

paper Marbling – neW!
Jacob Green
Paper marbling is an ancient practice. For 
centuries, decorated paper has been used 
in bookmaking and other crafts. We’ll cre-
ate beautiful and unique patterns on paper 
using acrylic ink and tools you can make at 
home. Plan to leave with a small collection 
of marbled papers that can be displayed 
as art or used to make cards, stationery or 
bookplates. 
1 saturday: august 5, 1–4pm
$50

sew Your own tote Bag
All Levels – Holly Greenwood
Learn the basics of machine sewing while 
creating a useful tote bag to carry grocer-
ies or use every day. We will work from 
a pattern, using fabrics of your choosing, 
and you’ll leave with a beautiful and useful 
handmade item. 
1 saturday: august 26, 1–4pm
$50

WorKshoPs 
for educators 
survey of printmaking – neW!
All Levels – Barry O’Keefe
Have you always wanted to try printmak-
ing, but don’t know where to start? Explore 
several printmaking methods, some of 
which don’t require any special equipment, 
like monotype, linocut, screen printing, and 
collagraphs. Plan to play with line quality, 
layering colors, and working with multiples. 
Explore the unique characteristics of this 
media and how to create your own prints at 
home or in the classroom afterward.  
6 Mondays: July 10–august 14, 6:30–9pm
$185 ($170 member)

Figure sculpting from  
degas intensive
All Levels – Lisa Fisher Johnson
Explore figurative sculpture based on 
Degas’ sculptures of dancers. Sculpting 
three-dimension forms forces you to cross 
the midline of your body which opens new 
pathways in the mind and improves spatial 
awareness. We’ll learn about proportion, 
basic sculpting techniques and how to 
use an armature. We’ll also explore adding 
mixed-media components, as Degas some-
times did.  You’ll walk away with a sculpture 
that can air-dry.
5 days: July 31–august 4, 9:30am–12pm
$155 ($140 member)

More class details and materials lists are available online. Register for classes at visarts.org or call (804) 353-0094.

ArtVenture Summer Camp
looking for classes for kids? We’re offering more than 185 youth art classes  
this summer as part of our artventure summer camp. visit visarts.org or  

pick up a copy of our artventure catalog to learn more.



Friday, April 21
nate Young’s  

exHiBition opening 
6-8 p.m.

Thursday, May 18
visual arts  

creative aMBassadors  
HappY Hour

Goatocado, 5-7 p.m.

 Saturday, May 20
visarts’ spring open House

plaY daY 
12-3 p.m.

 Monday, June 19
suMMer session starts

Friday, July 7
[work] exHiBition opening 

6-8 p.m.

Wednesday, July 12
Fall course registration  

opens to MeMBers

Wednesday, July 19
Fall course registration  
opens to general puBlic

Friday, September 8
carli HolcoMB’s  

exHiBition opening
6-8 p.m.

Monday, September 11
Fall session starts

Friday, October 6
art Junction  

cHili tHroWdoWn
5-8 p.m.

 Wednesday, October 18
Winter course registration  

opens to MeMBers

Wednesday, October 25
Winter course registration  

opens to general puBlic

Friday, November 17- 
Sunday, November 19

craFt + design

Friday, December 1
Quilts exHiBition opening

marK Your calendar

Opening reception on 
Friday, April 21 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Artist talk begins at 5:30 p.m.

Nate Young presents an installation that 
interprets and mythologizes the life of his 
great-grandfather. A conceptual narrative 
in three parts, the works are inspired by 
personal recollection, oral history, family 
relics, and the bones of the horse that 
carried Young’s great-grandfather north 
during the Great Migration.

NATE 
YOUNG

TRUE F. LUCK GALLERY HOURS

Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

1812 West Main Street 
Richmond, VA 23220

visarts.org

(re)collection 
April 21 – June 18, 2017


